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State statutes mandate the existence of certain committees, examples include:
· Ag and Extension Education 59.56(3)(b)

· Board of Health 251.04

· Commission on Aging
· Community Programs Board 51.42(4) and Developmental Disabilities Services Board 51.437(7) and Social Services Board 46.22(1m) or human Services Board 46.23(4)
· Emergency Management Committee 166.03(4)(c)

· Highway Committee 83.015

· Land Conservation Committee 59.70(19)

· Local Emergency Planning Committee 59.54(8)

· Rural Planning Committee 27.019(4) or County Park Board or Commission 27.02
· Sheriff’s Grievance Committee 59.26(8)(b)1

· Traffic Safety Commission 83.013(1)

· Veterans Service Commission 45.81(1)


In addition, Wisconsin statutes provide specifically for the establishment of additional optional committees.  Here are some examples:

· Airport Commission 114.14(2)

· Children’s handicapped Education Board 115.817(3)(a)
· Civil Service Commission 63.01(1)

· Community Relations/Social Development Commission 66.0125(2)
· County Institutions Board of Trustees 46.18(1)
· County Zoning Adjustment Board 59.694(1)
· Immigration Board 59.53(18)(a)

· County Library Planning Committee 43.11(1)

· Mosquito Control Commission 59.70(12)(b)

· Planning and Zoning Committee or Commission 59.69(2)

· Solid Waste Management Board 59.70(2)


Wisconsin statutes provide counties with autonomy when it comes to organizing their administrative structure.  This autonomy is embedded in the notion of administrative home rule 59.03(1).  Typical committees created through the county’s administrative home rule include:  

· Administrative or Executive

· Computer/Information Technology

· Ethics

· Fair

· Finance, Budgeting, or Audit

· Health and Human Services

· Legislative

· Parks and Forest or Parks and Recreation

· Personnel or Human Resources

· Public Property and Insurance

· Public Protection, Law Enforcement, and Judiciary

· Resource and/or Economic Development

· Risk Management

· Solid Waste

In addition, counties often set up ad hoc study groups.  Recent examples include:

· Census and Redistricting

· Jail, Facilities Planning and Construction

· Organizational Structure Study

